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for his beloved school and, on the other, his extremely candid
admission of weakness. This combination appeared to lend him
splendour. And when last year he took me to Sakhigopal during
our tour of Utkal, it pained me to see the large buildings of the
school, set in a beautiful grove, now in ruins. But I saw no sign
of despondency in him. He had, during the last four years,
realized the great value of khadi in eliminating the poverty of
Utkal. He was doing khadi work and discussed with me how to
give it greater impetus. Gopabandhu Babu had joined Lalaji's
Servants of the People Society and was its Vice-President. Let us
hope the social workers in Utkal will take up the work of Gopa-
bandhu Babu. The noble live beyond their death, while others
are as good as dead even while living. We do but grieve over the
physical disintegration of saintly persons like Gopabandhu Babu
because we look at it from a selfish point of view; but such separa-
tions should not pain those who can see with a clear vision that
God is not without mercy and dispenses justice. We cannot fol-
low their purity during their lifetime. But we ought to obtain
such strength by remembering, in the true sense, his virtues. We
find this happening in innumerable instances. That is why we
shed the fear and sorrow of death when free from delusion and
thus prove the immortality of the soul.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 1-7-1928

7.   MESSAGE TO BROACH DISTRICT CONFERENCE*

[July 7, 1928]

Those who help Bardoli, help themselves.
The Bombay Chronicle, 3-7-1928

1 Held on July 1. K. F. Nariman presided; Vallabhbhai Patel, Jamnalal
Bajaj, Abbas Tyabji and H. J. Amin were among those present. The report
adds: "The Conference passed several resolutions supporting the cause of
the people of Bardoli, congratulating the people of that taluk for putting
up a strong fight in what they believed to be a matter of principle, exhorting
the people of Broach not to buy any lands confiscated by the Government,
congratulating those members of the Bombay Legislative Council who resigned
on the Bardoli issue and calling upon the Hon. Dewan Bahadur Harilal Desai,
the Hon. Dehlavi, the Hon. Sir Chunilal Mchta and the Thakore Saheb of
Kerwada to resign."